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A BASIC STRUCTURE OF THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF THE FOUNDER’S FAITH AT THE
TIME WHEN THE FOUNDER VISITED SHRI-
NES ON THREE FIXED DAYS A MONTH

BY
KOJIRO TAKAHASHI

The founder of Konkokyo suffered from a very serious il-
Iness where recovery was almost hopeless. At that time he recov-
ered from the illness through meeting Gods for which he had
been searching. The purpose of this paper is to understand how
- he developed his faith after his experience of meeting Gods.
The f{following are the points which were made clear in this
paper.

1. The Founder was in a difficult situation as a farmer when
he recovered from the illness. In the first place, since he was in
poor health after his recovery from the illness, he could not
manage his farming as he wished. Second, he was one of farmers
who were ordered to increase tax payment to fuedal lord. He
suffered a lose crops ceased by a period of drought.

2. Meeting the above mentioned situation in which the Founder’
was put, he was compelled to search for a meaning of his recov-
ery from illness which he took as a divine favor and to examine’
his past series of sufferings. .

3. Then he came to realize that he had paid attention only to.
the difficult situation which his illness brought him. He also
realized that it was necessary to make cfforts to tackle the
problem of his constitutional tendencies to disease which had
hindered his farming and prevented him from going out to visit
shrines to worship gods. He attached a meaning to the social
custom of visiting shrines on three fixed days of every month
which was popular in those days and followed the custom
faitbhfully. |



ON THE MEANING OF THE THIRTYTHREE-
YEARS-OLD FOUNDER'’S PILGRIMAGE TO SHI-
KOKU ISLAND

BY
SHIRO MANABE

‘The interpretation of the Founder’s pilgrimage to Shikoku. believ-
ing that his visit to this island might purge the evils which
were believed to bring various misfortunes to men of age thirty-
three, and his pilgrimage to Shikoku marked the beginning of
innovated way of life.

The author of this paper wonders if the Founder had such
clearcut intention to get rid of evils before his start for Shikoku.
In the first chapter, the critical age of thirtythree, the Founder’s
personal history, his foster-father’s experience of making pilgri-
mage to Shikoku, and his motive to visit Shikoku were described.

In the second chapter, the meaning which he attached to
visiting Shikoku was stated. He made a pilgrimage to Shikoku
with his villagers. In those days making a pilgrimage to Shikoku
was very popular. When he went to Siikoku, he came to reflect
upon his own life through experiencing difficulties of the pilgri-
mage and through his spiritual communication with a late great
monk called Kobo Daishi. Then he came to accept consciously
his problems which he had faced.

Based upon what was stated above, it can be concluded
that the Founder did not have special reasons for his pilgrimage
before his start for Shikoku but found its meaning rather throu-

gh his experiences during his stay at Shikoku.



the rest of the world. In Konkokyo the dogmatic expression of
its faith was made, based not upon its own logic but upon the
Shintoistic thoughts which were the most influential in the world
of thought in those days.

Especially Mr. Norio Sato who was one of the most influential
leaders in organizing Xonkokyo, based his standpoint on what
he grasped as the Founder’s faith on the Shintoistic thoughts.
Shintoistic thoughts which were popular for several years after
1868 helped the government to carry out its policy of making
Shinto a national religion. The policy was based on an absolute
view of the Emperor and a rational way of thinking by which
people were enlightened.

Shintoism progated its creeds which consisted of the logical
absolutization of the Emperor and “rational way” which had
confucianistic overtone and which people interpreted as a rational
way of thinking.

The religious foundation on which Konkokyo was organized
as a religious organization was on Shintoistic thoughts. The
Founder’s faith was interpreted according to the Shintoistic logic
and was formulated into the form a creed, itemized expression
of the Founder’s faith.

The historical development of Konkokyo after the Founder’s
death was not made by its own logic but by the heterogenious
elements which formed the foundation on which Konkokyo was
organized. Thus, the established faith has been apart from the

Founder’s original faith.



the Founder was engaged in missionary work during his life
time. The Founder’s residence was turned into Kane-no-Jinjya
(-shrine) to get the official permission to propagate Konkokyo
from the government.

On the other hand, the executive members maintained that
the Founder’s faith had been handed down orthodoxically at the
worship hall where the Founder’s grandson had been per-
forming the sacred work of mediation started by the Founder,
following the Founder’s way of life.

There was a great difference of the view on who was the
orthodox successor of the Founder’s faith between the superin-
tendent and his supporters and the executive leaders. The super-
intendent could not help dismissing the executive leaders to main-
tain his firm conviction that he was an orthodox successor of the

Founder.

ON THE PROBLEM OF THE RELATION BET-
WEEN MISSIONARY WORK AND FORMULA-
TION OF DOCTRINE OF KONKOKYO

BY
SETSUAKI FUJIO

In 1882 Mr. Norio Sato first conceived of establishing Konko-
kyo as an officially approved religious body. In the early period
in 1885, Konkokyo was established as a religious organization
approved by the government. The purpose of this paper is to
understand the process of organizing of Konkokyo in its tense
relation to the religious policy which the government took in
those days, to the believer’s way of succession of the Founder’s
faith and to the religious situation of many branch churches.

Missionaries have to formulate their own religious ideas

systematically before they start to propagate their religion to
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THE OUTLINES OF
THE PAPERS IN THIS ISSUE

The brvief outlimes in this issue werve dvafted in Japanese by the
orviginal authovs. The following translation is by Yoshikazu
Matsuda, staff of the Headquavtevs of Konko-kyo.

ON THE PROBLEMS WHICH KONKOKYO FACED
WHILE Mr. HATA HELD AN OFFICE AS A CHIEF
EXECUTIVE |

BY
MAKIO MIYATA

To state the situation of Konkokyo during the Taisho era
(1911-1925) briefly, Konkokyo was brought to a deadlock in
terms of its administration. To put it more concretely. executive
leaders were altered seven times within thirtéen years which
extended from 1917 to 1929 by a superintendent of Konkokyo.
While Mr. Tokusaburo Hata was in office as a chief executive,
his executive leaders were altered four times by the superinten-
dent. The purpose of this paper is to understand the reason for
discharges of the executive leaders and for the Konkokyo’s
district chief officer’s request for the superintendent’s reappoint-
ment of Mr. Hata as a chief executive. '

This paper clarified that the discharges of his executive lea-
ders by the superintendent was closely connected with the problem
of the inheritance of the Founder’s faith. The superintendent and
his supporters firmly believed that he was an orthodox successor
of the Founder’s faith. They insisted that the Founder’s

faith had been handed down at the Founder’s residence where
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