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Our approach to the study of the Founder in the past
fifteen years has been under severe criticism. Due to this
criticism, we are now striving to study the Founder by the
method of re-experience which requires us to examine our own
life in the light of the Founder to enable us to get the deeper
insight into the Founder’s experiences.

The symposium which appeared in this issue is based upon
the extensive discussions of the interpretation of the Founder’s
autobiographical note which is the basic literature for our study

of the Founder.

The discussions were carried out under the following five
subjects.

[—

. The nature of the Founder’s autobiographical note

2. The basic attitude to the study of the note

3. The method of re-experience
4. An interpretation of the articles of the note
5. The viewpoint for the interpretation of the note and its

examination
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wed to ressume his work in 30 days. During this time, he lived
a quite life of meditation, which helped him to step into the
next stage of his faith.

What is intended in this paper is to understand the meaning
of the article of the compulsive and temporary retirement from
his ministry.

It is necessary to analize the problems faced by the Founder
at that time and to know his way of dealing with them through
the method of re-experience. :

The Meiji goverment adopted the policy of unity of the
church and state and put its basis upon Shinto. Unless they were
officially recognized by the goverment, all religious organizati-
ons were not allowed to perform their activites.

The official who delivered the orders to stop the Founder's
ministry was following the policy of the Meiji goverment.

Under these circumstances, the relationship between religion
and politics became a very serious problem to the Founder:
In other words, he faced the problem of religious freedom.

The essential meaning of the article which was written
during the Founder's tempora.r).I retirement from the ministry
deals with the subject of the proper 1'elatioﬁ between religion

and politics.

SYMPOSIUM ON THE PROIBLEMS OF THE 'INTER-

PRETATION OF THE FOUNDER’'S AUTOBIOGRAPHI-
CAL NOTE

EDITED
TOYOH WADA

The most basic and urgent task that we must achieve in the
theological study of Konkokyo is to clarify the mnecessity for a

study of the Founder and to establish this study's methodology.
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bring prosperity to the Kawate family.

. What is intended in this paper is to grasp the meaning of
this experience which seems quite mysterious and odd to people
living in a modern age.

Many questions concerning the experience come to the
authors mind:

1. What did the festival mean to the Founder?

2. How did God come to respond directly to the Founder?

3. Why did God inform the Founder of the history of his

ancestors?

4. Why did his ancestors express their gratitude to him?

In interpreting this article, the perspective from which
these four questions can be inter-related with each other must
be defined. It is as follows..

How is the external element of the social customs, which
had to be observed strictly as an adopted successor of the
Kawate family, related to the internal element of his own inner
life which was formed as his religious horizon was expaneded ?

The process in which the probléms of relation between his
external element and an internal element came to be serious to
him and in which his new dimension of faith was discovered

was examined from the above mentioned point of view.

FAITH, MISSION, AND POLITICS

—AN INTERPRETATION OF THE ARTICLE OF THE PRO-
HIBITION OF THE FOUNDER'S MINISTRY IN 1873 BY THE
- GOVERMENT —

BY
SHIGENOBU SAWADA

The Founder was prohibited to continue his ministry by an

official of a local goverment on February 17, 1873. He was allo-
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not know what to do except to make a whole-hearted apology
for his offense against Konjin. |

He referred to this helpless situation in his later years,
saying that he had lived an extremely disapointing life.

The Founder came to realize that he was such a helpless
and finite human being that he could not find out any other
way with which to please Konjin than to observe the strict
rules followed by the ordinary people.

Only when he was seriously ill at the age of forty two
could he open the way to salvation through his entire trust in
Konjin.

From the above consideration, it may well be said that even
his utmost efforts to search for his true attitude toward KXonjin
had limitations from which he could not escape and his ful-
awaress of the limitation of his faculty led him to new dimensi-

on of life.

THE WORLD OF TRADITION AND THE WORLD
OF FAITH

—AN INTERPRETATION OF THE ARTICLE OF THE FE-
STIVAL IN MEMORY OF THE DEAD—

BY
YOSHITSUGU FUKUSHIMA

When he was forty five years old, Kawate Bunjiro, the
Founder of Konkokyo, happened to encounter with the seemingly
strange experience that God spoke through him for the first
time on the night of annual festival in memory of the ancestors
of the Kawate family, into which he had been adopted. It took
place July, 1858.

On this night, God gave his ancestors the opportunity- to

express their deep thanks to him for his strenuous efforts to
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It meant to live his life without the idea that God is apart from
man.

The Founder realized that his various misfortunes were due
to holding a misconception of God. The Founder was shown
how God led him through his past life of misery and was
instructed in the true phase of human life under God’s
guidance.

His understanding of God’s instructions made him change
his style of life from a secular life of farming to a sacred life

of ministry.

THE FOUNDER BEFORE HIS FIRST ENCOUNTER
WITH GOD

—WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO HIS EXPERIENCES
AT THE AGE OF THIRTY SEVEN—

BY
KOJIRO TAKAHASHI

We, human beings, are often embarassed by 'the problems of
life which can not be solved easily even with the best intenti-
oné. What causes us to confine ourselves within these perplexing
problems? How can we be free from them? In this paper these
questions led the author to inquire into the meaning of the
Founder’s experiences at the age of thirty seven.

When he rebuilt his house at thirty seven years of age,
he asked an almanac specialist to examine the kind of day,
direction and place lest he should commit an offense against
Konjin, a demonic deity of popular belief who was considered to
be the most fearful deity.

Then the Founder was given a piece of advice and followed
it very faithfully. In spite of his best efforts to carry it out, he

met with various misfortunes, including his son’s death. He did
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following is author’'s fifth revision of the table:
1. From the birth of the Founder to his vouth
2. Seven tombs built within seventeen years
3. His first reception of a divine favor

(The rest is ommitted.)

AN INTERPRETATION OF THE FOUNDER’S
ARTICLE OF DEC. 24, 1858

BY
NORIO TAKEBE

The article of the Tounder’'s autobiographical note which
was dealt in this paper begins with the description that God
permitted the Founder to call himself honorifically Bunji Dai-
myojin, “Man who became Kami”, on Dec. 24, 1858. The brief
summary of the article is as follows. |

God indicated that the ancestors of the Kawate family
had committed offenses against God, which had caused
the Kawate’s successive misfortunes. Then, looking back
to his past life, he realized that his ignorance of his of-
fense against God must have brought a series of misfort-
unes to him in spite of his utmost efforts to live a happy
life. The founder was taught that God had protected and
guided his life of misfortune. The article ends with his
and his family’'s decision to believe in this God.

What is intended in this paper is to grasp the meaning of
the article by knowing the inter-relationship between God’s ins-
tructions and the Founder’s responses to them. God revealed in
the first section of the article that his succession of the Kawate
family, as an adopted person, meant not only to preserve the
Kawate family and keep it prosperous but also to urge them to

live a life that pleased God. What does it mean to please God ?

_2__



THE OUTLINES OF
. THE PAPERS IN THIS ISSUE

The brief outlines in this issue weve dvafied in Japanese by the
oviginal authovs. The following translation is by Yoshikazu
Matsuda, assistant siaff of the Institute.

4

A STUDY ON THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE
OF THE FOUNDER’S AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL
NOTE

BY
SHINSEI KONKO

It was considered impossible to make a table contents of
the Founder’'s autobiographical note. But it was found possible
in April 1969.

The article of his serious illness ends with the phrase of his
deep gratitude for the God’s revelation.  This phrase can be
found in his description of his wife’s reception of a divine favor
and his life which came to be guided by God. This phrase is a
very conventional one used in those days at the end of the
formal documents presented to the public office.

It was noticed that the paragraphs of the note always ended
with a phrase of gratitude. When the note was examined more
closely in the light of these phrases, it was found that the new
paragraphs followed a natural progression so that the note read
as a complete unit.

A tentative table of contents of the note was revised several
times as the distinction between paragraphs was made clear,

It will be modified as further study finds it necessary. The
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